Inversion recovery snapshot FLASH MR imaging.
Snapshot fast low angle shot (FLASH) magnetic resonance (MR) imaging techniques have been developed to enable real time imaging of MR parameters. The method is based on a 64 x 128 FLASH tomogram acquired within less than 200 ms. This work describes snapshot FLASH MR using a single 180 degrees pulse prior to the acquisition of a series of FLASH images. The experiment creates continuous dynamic inversion recovery (IR) T1 contrast in successive images. The total acquisition time of 16 images displaying the IR behavior is less than 4 s. Representative snapshot FLASH IR MR images of the abdomen of healthy rats and of an implanted hepatic tumor are illustrated.